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Uncle Elje

He was a soldier in the first ¥World Var. At thst time we lived in Simpherorol in
thz Crimea, Ye heard from Uréle Solomon (2 trother of my mother who lived in Odessa)
that at one time when Elja entered the nrmy, he was so decrressed th2t he wanted to
cormit suvicide, After the Pussian Czar abdic-ted his throne, =nd the Russisn Pevolution ntrfl
stairted, nnd when the Folshevicks c~me tc vower, they made a sev=rate veace with Germanv.
Elja returned home. He ¢ome to visit us in the Crimea in 1918, Ye =211 loved him. He was
very intelligent, he knew literature wvery well, it was fun to be with him, “hile in the
army, he corresponded with me; I was in Eiph School (Cymnasium called in Russisn), T
read his letters to tre girls in the class, and the girls were =skine "is there a letter
from uncle",

In Cdessa he lived with our ersndmother Mindl. “hen he got married he moved to Kiev
end pot estrznred; there were no letters from him. Our grondmother meved to a furnished
room, She was a very unhapry weman and looked so, She was alwavs lonely for her children,
Aunt Clara in America »nd my mother in the Crimez. She visited Aunt Cl=rs in 1907 and
when she c~me back to Bussis, she wvisited us. I still have an Americ n inckel th=t she
gave me sndaa pair of small brsss csndlesticks, I szw her in Cdess» in 1917 when I visited
there,

"ren I lived in D=nzig, I heard from my mother (she lived in Lurinier, Tolsrd) thet
Uncle Elj2 was sent to Siberia - it was in the étplin era, Then one day I recelved from
him a letter - it seems that I wrote to him 2rd he answered on December 25, 1¢3L, I have
that letter. It was a beautiful, rhilosorhic=l ard 2 poetic one at the s-me time, He was
in renote Siberi= =nd he mantioned a cell. He wrote akout beauvty 2nd hove. He wrote he wis
sent for 3 vears. While there, his wife and two children visited kim for 12 days, They

traveled 1L davs one way. I snswered him ard never hesrd from *im =sain.






on their wedding day on an island Mauritius in the Indien Ocean, where they vere
interned by the British, When their ship landed in Palestine, and the British ,
who were administrating Palestine then, instead tock them to Mruritius to 2 eamp,
With many Jewish people Claire alone and a young girl st th-t time was forced to
leave Danzig and go to nowhere, On orwe of her wanderings on 3 ship, she met Karel,
a young doctor from Czecho-Slowvakia and l-ter in Mauritius they were married, Wt
had to live in sepsrate qu-.rters. After a few vears of life of sickness and
derrivations, the BEritish took them to Balestine. On the sereen were also pictures
and their voices hesrd of another sister of Ben, ¥ira and her husband Herman, when
they were young and had to leave Danzip and vere on a Ship "A=tir" for 5 months of
untold sufferirgs until the British admitted the~ to Palestine. And there were on
the sercen pictures of our doctors in our clinie USE-ﬂhd myself, and I heard my
voice (which was very funny) =nd because the noise snd the cherped ntmosphere , I
did not hear a word I was saving, On the walls of the museum vere other pictures
that I gave them and pletures of us =nd others as er are now, On the screen vere
pictures of the Great Danzip Synagoge, and imvesing building and then when it was
demolished »nd a b2nner saying: "Kum lieber May urd mache uns von yvden frei.
Translated means Come desr month May nné meke ug from Jews free, This wss mut up
by the Nazis, That was not all vet. One of the ladies arnroghbédd me and said that
a movie is being shot in the museum ard I should be in it. There T was talkine to a
woman from Danzig and cameras and lights and huge microphone and producer around
shooting the movie. Yhen 2znd where tht movie will be (if) I do not know. Later
Malvi szid that I am on my way to st-rdom in Hollywood. We =211 laughed and do did
one of the museum ladiws, After that exhibit preview in March, I received a letter
from Anita Friedman frocm the museum asking me whether I want to pive an interview
for the New York City Hadio Stsation that will have 2 talk on Denzig, First I
declined, btut T got a telerhone ¢211 from = woman who works for teachings on
Holoeaust in High Schools and she nsked for the interview, and said how imrortant
it ie to tolk sbout our exrerience in Dznzig when the Jewish community nsnd its ir-

stitutions wns destroyed. Clair was also asked.
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So one day I took the subway and went to the Municiral Building on Chamber—Centre
Street in Manhattan and talked and answered questions in the mierophone for an
hour, (Of course, it will be edited and shortened). Tt will be aired on May £th
at 6:3CP,M, In New York there is in one of the movie houses 2 movie "The Tin Drum"-
it was shot in Danzig ard bhased on 2 book by a Germen writer (the greatest in
Germany now) Gunter Crzss. He w2s born in Danzig. He wrote = hook about Danzig Jews.
“The diary of a snail", He is not a Jew; to write this book he went to Israel to
talk to some of the Danzig Jews who live there, He wrote 2n introduetion to the
eatalogue of the Danzig Exhibit - avery beautiful and moving =2rticle = the eata-
lopue was sent to me by Anita Priedman., The crities c¢all the movie an Fniec Tale,

Tt vurs for L% hours and evervone who saw it t=2lks abtout it,
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¥erdel left Luniniec, fvhere he was horn 4n the summer of 1941, ¥r other brothers
Jacob and Pishl were still irn Luniniec, Jacob was in the Folieh Enqy vhen the war
started in 1939, After the Poles lost the war, he came to Luninise vhere the family
lived, Later on the Russians entered White Ruseis, the part of the country where
Luniniec was, Jacob znd Fishl were taken in the Russisn Army where they fousht the
Cermans, were wounded, contracted illnesses, =nd lost their lives, Althoush the Russians
toolk over thet part of Folard, the reople were considered Foles, as Yendel wns,

¥y mother, on the insistznce of Jacob was persuzded to leave Luniniec nlone, Moany
reorle were evacuated from that port, since it was the Var Zone, znd were sent lo
Sikeria, and to the Russian rerutlies in Central Asi:, I have a letter from here where
she is erving that she left the children, and that she was afraid of the ccld vhare the
clim-te is severe and she had no werm clothing. ¥
s luniniec was in the line of border towns; Manny walked to tre border and was beatsn
there by Duesian soldiers and turned bzck; he managed to ret on & freisht trein ard
reached a city Gomel - 2 major reilrosd ststion that wes tombed nt that time, and where
there was ranic in the streets, There tco, reople wers evacusted, He goi on 2 train 2nd
went across Russia to cities on the Volg: Piver - to Stalinpgrad whére he worl'ed on gatherins
the h-rvest, From thers to other cities on the Volpa, sometimes Jumring on boats thrt
were alreszdy moving (otherwise he could not boird tne tost), He reached the Caspian Ses -
Yolps flows into the Caspian - and = city Krasnovodsk, where he werked in forced laror
eamns on the railroad, and there was rot much food and no werm clething, He wa2s trensferred
to 2 city Kuibishew, still in the Europe=zn Russia, 2nd from there to Tashkent in Certral
1s5i2 in the Soviet republic of Tadpgick (ropul=tion Muslims). He deserted from Tashkent
=rd resched Samarkard where he was working on the railrond to the end of the war,

He had no rroper rapers, B passrort, or a draft csrd; he was often arrested, besaten,
hungry, =nd cold, At the job, his boss was A Jew, Mendel was asking him for help to st
btack home, The boss gsve him 2 rermit to returr to Europesn Pussiz to the city Kovel

via Moskow, Mendel man-ged to bosrd trainz - trznsrort~tion after the war was in disarray
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apd wery difficult for peorle without special missione. On his travels, he met = Russian
goldier, a veteran with a lot of medals, an invalid, on erutches, Mendel Helped him,
waited on him, helped to ret focd =nd hot water for tea on stations. The soldier on his
part, rrctected Mendel, “hen there were ssnrches by military on the trains for ravers or
permits to travel; the soldier mentuced them and beat them with his crutches, sayine that
Yerdel is caring for him, and thus they reached Mogk@w, from where Manny rot back to
Luniniec, only to hear th~t our uncles, aunte, and cousinas were =11 strirpved naked and
killed, when the Cermins enfered Luminiec. ¥anny wrote me a evrd from there, crying thot
hie "he rt w=s like a stone", About the f=te of the brothers and Hama, he found out when
he was in Central Asia.

So utterly alone, he went on, He was lucky and learned about Jewish Undersround who
smupeled out recrle for Yestern Evrapé. He was with a proup of peorle vwho vere given
false passrorts as Creek natlionsls, They were instructed - not te understand Tolish or
Fussizn langusge, They were abused 2rd robbed of the little that they had by Folish
soldiers. Somshow, they reéched Checho=Slowzkiz and Hungery, 3nd from thers Salszbure,
Austris, where, I think he wss for a while, nrd from where imerican Oreganization trans-
ferred them to Munich, Cermsny to a disvlaced versons e¢=mp, From there he wrote to me
agring, bercing to hels him come to Americs te uas, I received an offiecial norer Trom the
came administration that he is there snd which mermitted me to write him once = mornth,

I k=d to submit that paper to the rost office »nd they vut a stamp and a d-te when I

msiled & letier. I think I had to submit the letter to them, I, however, managad to

("

send him catles, not exsctly havine permiseion, 72nd I wrote him th-t we want himp =nd
wz2it for him. He saw my cables on the tzble, When the officials questioned him sbout
his past., I was in touch with the N-tional Council of Jewlsh “omen, affidavitis were
sent, I think one from Mr, Fogel, I asked him,

One dsy, while 1 wa2s working Malve cnlled me up, "2it eown, listen, Mendel is
coming”., I think it wis in lste £2ll of 19L4, Mendel w=s on the second transport ship

(2 military one) th:t PresidenlTrumsn 2llowed to enter »nd bring disnlaced rersons to
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Admerieca, ind so we pot our brother,

Yhen I went to the ship to meet him, because of formalities on the pler, I was
lste. So many reople were there slready, 2rd I could not ret to the front of the ship,
I went outside, and saw, in the distance where the ship was docked,wxs seekss Manny
looking dejected =nd urhappy, rot seeing anybody. It was Pen who ruessed it was Manny
lesninz =nd looking dovm =nd weitine, »rd he weved and shouted when he recosnized thot
he was met,

4 few davs 1-ter, I schlecvped him to Msw York to show him the Fmrire State Puilding:

he looked snd he said "I =m poling to live here,”
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Abram lived in Danzig for 12 years. He went there from Poland wherf mv parente lived
gfter they left Pussia after the Bolshevic Revolution,

Danzig was a kind of "scizophrernic" city. The Foles claimed it (it now belongs to
Pol=rd znd is czlled Cdansk) btecause it once belonpged to them and also becruse it is
surrounced ty Folish territory. The Leapgue of Nstiors gave the citr = status of Tree City
of Danzig = 2 hirh cn:misicner was zprointed, Folish citirens could enter the city without
= visa,The propul=tion was mostly Cerman (200,000 rﬂp.}, the officiz]l lanpusre German, Fut
the reilroad telonged to Foland, arnd Fﬁpré,vere two Post OFfices - one Gevman =rd one
folisn, snd =0 vere the letter toxes, The city wes a btip center of przir, tizber ard kerrir
trade, 25 well =2s shicbulilding.

sbrem worked in =n imrort-exnort herring firm as an offlece worker, The ovner, whom
my frther "diszcovered” w2s rerhars a distzrt relstive — I°do rot reslly ¥row — =nd he w=s
a wonderful ard pood person, One day Abranm arrived there unexrectedly snd the owr-r hirpd
him just like that. itram lesrned the lanpguage on the iob (even slert in i?e office, un=-
officin1ly) =rd the boss sent him to a2 Cerman teacher to take Cerren lessone.

Atram knew !alve for six vesrrs, before they or she decided te ret married which was
in Jelr 1928, The affidavit th=t Abresm recelved from &merics wos the result of myv corres-
rornderce with our de ' r ﬁ%nt Clars, In my despair, I renlly tothered “er = lot !! itrmm
w2s passive because he did not ¥row what Mzlve wanted, 2nd never did »nrthings ir cornection
with emigration, At th=t time he was liquidatiné a2 firm (the owner rad left for atroad,)
qnd.his forrer boss was alresdy in Pzlestine, Everyone who could, was rurnire aw2y, =nd
every day we hesrd that so ard so left, Althourh Hitler wasz not irn Danrie v=t, but Mazis
wore uniforms with swasticas 2rd prraded at nisht with flaming torches 2nd sii@ing s&ﬁgs,
the words of which were threats to kill the Jews. There were the Murembery laws th=t =2

- Jew had no rirht to te married to a German or live (as common courles) with ore another,
e 2lso had the "Crist=1 Night". Jewiszh Synagopgues were burned, Jevieh husinesses de=

molished, Also the roliclinic where I worked, the Jews were beaten and i-rrisoned.
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Abr=m was lucky 2t th-t time. Malve lived with her mother, tvo vourrer sisters and
twp brothers. One sister Mira, and the wyounpger brother, and a frierd ofiMira, VYerman,
left Danzig in March l?ﬂg.and sailed on 2 ship to Falestine., There was a succession of
ships, end finally the ship "Astir" Hhefe they were for months under unspeakable conditions
of hunper, fires, riots, 2nd nesrly sinking -(the story ard movie "Evodus 1s b=sed on “he
story of that ship). "hen the British fin=1ly. vermitted the~ to land in Palestine, ¥irs was
taken ashore on a stretcher, She arnd Herm2n =re now livi-g in "merics about 1C years. The
trother lives ir Israel, Malve's parerts and =n older sister, who lived in Folard ,
perished from the hands of the Nazis,

There was .another tragic thing in Danzie. Mary Jewish p~rerts rarted with their young
childrer, when fzmilies in Fnglard (Christizn and Jews alike) offered to take Jewish
children until they cotld be reunited with treir rererts; vhich rever havnened, Herman's
two sisters wers sent to England. That day in Danzig w=s = day of sorrow - ever some
%ETﬂEnS ware a’fected -~ wher the Jews brousht their childrer to the railroad st=tinn, never
to see ther apain, Hermanssisters now live in Erpland, their roor varerts nerished. The
}-'O;Jnnest. sister of Mnlve - Claire = rem~ined ir Carzip all nlone aft-r evervtodyr left —
tre rarents to Poland,where ther and a2n older sister rerished =t the hand= cf the Fazis,
Claire went on 2 shio (vith other Jews) and after longz wanderings, where tthe met her
nusbard, K=rel vho was = doctor from &zecho—FinuaPia - was sent by the Pritish (2fer trvine
to 1=rd ir F-lestine) to »n islard M=uritius in the Indian Ocesn, vhere they lived for »
few ﬂe*rﬁ not exactly vrder conditions as in Cerman "ecamps” but =till not free =rd suffared
roor rutration, That jthe British denied. "hen we (¥alve and Fen from the iymv) wrote to
the Fritish Ambassador in "ashineton, Consenuently the Fritish‘s=iled then to “plestjne,
(Claire and K=rel were m2rried in Mruritius, He worked ss a doctor in the csmp, Cl=ire
#s o nurse, In Palestine trey lived for a while and from there went to Czecho=Slavakia
which a2t thst time was still a free Fepublic, Later on the Pussiznjovertook znd there was
a strict Comunist regime, Claire =rd K=arel mar=ped - luckyv for them, a miracle too!l They

left Cz+cho-Slovakiz arnd are livirg here now,
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Abrem wae lucky 2t th-t time. Malve lived with her mother, tvo yourrer sisters ard
twp brothers. One sister Mira, and the wyounper brother, and a frierd ofiMira, Yerman,
left Danzig in March I?EGIand sailed on 2 ship to Falestine., There was a succession of
ships, 2nd finally the ship "Astir" where they were for months under unspeakable conditions
of hunrer, fires, riots, 2nd ne=rly sinking -(the story ard movie "Evodus is b=sed on %he
story of that ship). "hen the British fin=1ly. vermitted the~ to land in Palestine, Y¥irn was
taken ashore on a stretcher, She ard Herman =re now livi-g in "merics about 1C years. The
krother lives ir Israel, Malve's parerts and sn older sister, who lived in Polard ,
perished from the hands of the Nazis,

There was another tragic thing in Danzig. Many Jewlsh prerts rarted with their »oung
childrer, when fzmilies in Fnglard (Christizn and Jews alike) offered to take Jewish
children vntil they cotld he reunited with their-nwrerts; wvhich rever harrened. Herman's
two sisters wers sent to Enpgland. That day in Danzig wae = day of sorrow - ever some
Termars were a®fected - wher the Jews brought their children to the railroad st=tien, nevér
to see ther apain, Hermsnssisters now live in Erplard, their roor rarerts rerished, The
yvounpgest sister of H“nlve = Clzire = rem=ined ir Carzip all alone aft-r evervtody left -
the rarents to Poland,where ther and an older sister rerished =t the hand= cf the Vazis,
Claire went on 2 shiv (vith other Jews) and after long warnderings, vhere ﬁhe met her
nusbard Kzrel who was = doctor from 'E?.Er:hn-?.lnva]rin - vas =ent by the Pritis» (~ftrr tryine
to 1larnd in F-lestine) to »n islard M=uritius in the Indian Ocesn, vhere thev live? for »
few yeﬂfs not exactly urder cornditions as in CGerwan "cawps" but still not free =rd suffared
roor rutration. That jthe British denied. 'hen we (¥alve »nd Fen from the iymv) wrote to
the Fritish Ambasszdor in “ashinrton. Consenuently the Fritiﬁh‘ﬁPiled the~ to Ta2lestine,
(Claire and Karel were married in Mruritius, He worked as a doctor in the csmp, Cl=ire
#s & nurse, In Prlestine they lived for a while and from there went to Czecho=Slavakia
vhich 2t that time was still a free Feputlic, Later on the Pussi=njovertcok znd there was
a strict Communist regime, Clazire 2rd K=rel marn=ped - lucky for them, a miracle tool! They

left Czs-cho-Slovakia ard zre livirg here row,







