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My Parents
¥y father died in Luniniec; he died of natural causes after a long illness, He died 2
hgppy man = at that time 19L0 - ali his children were safe.
¥ama lived in luniniec (Poland) with three of my boothers, Yakow, Fishl, and Mendel (Marny).
In July 1939, she visited me in Danzig. I begged her for that visit., It was not her first
visit. She wes in Danzig before - I think three times,.
There were already ominous sigrs, and she left my father who wes 111, so the visit was
short. She liked to po to the synapcge on Shnabes, but they 211 were burned after Kristall
¥irht, I took her with me to the Americ=n Consul, I wvisited the Cconsul-te often while
waiting for my Visa. I wanted her to see the atmosphere there., “hél: in Danzig, she got
acqusinted with Malvets femlly and Ben., ¥alve snapped a picture of her while eghe was on
a train going bsck to Pol=nd. Shortly tefore the war stzrted, my teother Yzkow decided
that Mama chould leszve Luniniec which was 2lre=dy in Fuss{an hands, She thourcht th=t she
was going to Qdessa to join Uncle Seleomon. It was not so. The Bussisne vere sending
peorle deep into remote ports of Russia — Asiatic Russiz, even Siberia,
Hama wes erying in her letters thst she left alone, that she 1eft the children, she was
also a2freid of the cold elim=ste, and h=d no warm clothing, I h=d two letters from some-
where in Siberia, and then they storred coming.
“hen Yerdel was in Centr=l Russis (8sdisiec FLESiE) he wrote to me that he was searching
for her and the brothers, The brothers were taken to the Fussizn Army - Tishl wes
wounded and Yakow w2s in Tashkent in 2 military hospital - I h-d three c-rds fronm him,

Manny wrote, when he found them they were all gone, It wae in the Forties,



Americen Visa

I vazs w2iting for the imerican Visa for & wonths, Every six or so*weeks, I would
dress nicely =nd go to the Consul to =sk about my visa, =nd the secretarv would tell
me to come in six weeks, “hen I finally got it, it was =2s if it was = surprise, and I
had to get out =2s soon as possibtle, Once T was summoned to core and I had +to tell the
Vice Monsul sbout mrself =rd what would I do in Am=rics (also to fill out » auestionnaire;
how mary langusres I know = 2 crinted form — whether I am or w=s a Communist =rd other
cuestions) under osth, I w2s given = rsrer that m¥ papers vere Accented, Thet peper was
a real rrotection., “hen I got the 4meriezn Viss, I had to ret out as soor ns rorsible,

I needed 2 trzrsit viss to cross Cermany to Hollard, I reeded = UYollerd visz to cross

to Znglapd, srd T reeded a Fritish Viss to enter Englerd to bosrd my shin, T also had to
make 2 li=st of my belonpings te nresent to nermaﬁ suthorities, %o ret permicsedior to toke
the thines out (it was recuirsd from Jews leaving E#rfir).Jﬁnlre enuld not t=ke out her
rew Zirper Sewirpg machire,

I pot the Gerven vis=s from a2 very helliperent Ter—=n officisl; T gnt +he Yoll-nd
vien e=sily. “hen I c'me to the Fritisk Corsul, he demarded to see mv shin's ticket
which I did rot h=ve yet, I r-r to the Cunard Line, thev sent me *o the =2pert to his
home ~ re refuszed to sell the ticket, he ==id: he need= confirm=t’or fro- lordor, Englend
ard th=t the time 1is too short, Tack T rur to' tre Fritish Consivl =r¢ ~pain e eaid po ~rd
ﬁ%t the ticket, Danzip is not a wvery bir city erd one could run hack apd “orth, I felt I
h=ve o take the metter in ryv hands. I “irmly demsrded from the apent tre ticlket, He wss

seerinrly demoralized; it was a tense situatior in Derzig with hostile vrontezrda from

Fazi Germany da2y =Tter day. He s2id the shir 4is tooked =already

+» I told him there will ke
a next shio; he §E$é>m0r~ exnensive #rnd he does not ¥row the d-=te of der-rture, I told him
leave the dzte open ard I told him the Rritish Consul demsrds th=t he should sell me*the
ticket, I got the ticket for SE Acuitaniz (d=te open. As7ir I wert to the Fritish Corsul,
I rot the Viss,

I wes alloted by the Cer-ans n sum of 1C fermen Merks - that is 211 T w=s =1lowed *o

tzke out. I did smurrle out 30 dollsrs whick T sewed ¥in the helt of —+ skirt. I had LO

puldens in Tanrip morey (lets say AC dollars worth rob reslly), "hose T cou’d not exchanee
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nor could I spend because most of the stores, Department Stores, Shoes , even Crocery
.

etc, had 3 sign "Juden Einbritt Vertoten". Jews not allowed to enter, That doy was

Avgust. 30, 1939 in th; aefternoon I left Danzig. All the trarsit visas were stamped

August 30, 1939,

*"er our "OSE" clinic was demolished and the windows troken by frenzy Nazis in
the "Kristol) Nirht" and our clinic was closed in 1938 I knew .th=t I hove to get out,
to leave Canzipg, At the s2me night I w2s aroused from sleep by 2 loud ¥nock at my door
in =y room, and Nazi uriformed men entered and se=rched my room 2nd corresrondence I
had knd I had to give acecount of vhotogravhs ir my reom . They did rot teat me up as
they did¥=1ve the s=me nirht, when she tried to rrotect a2 m=r who w2=s 2 hozrder in
her mother's house. They knocked Malve over the back with a club and she fell domm to
the floor,

There was still a Hizs office ir Danzir-2n organization (Jewish) thet assisted
with emigration. I krew the director. I went there and we talled about Austrslis (ne
lat-r went there), I told him if only I could find Tunia in Amerie~, He =aid why don't
you write to the forrer boss of Tuni=. I despair thet T do not know his 2ddress, ror
did I know th-t he is in Emerica., He pgrve me the address and it was Vi=s on lafaveite
Street in Few York., I vrote to ¥r. Verosul (he knew me from Dznzig), he in furn sent
mr letter to Tuniz Ziv - they were frierds. She answered and asked what can she do for
me, I wrote her — and mv first line w=s send me an affidavit to come to Americ=. She
iﬂmedietély answered that she will be hapry to do that and she does not rememher my

are or the city where I wrs born - she puessed it though. The correstvondence lasted

-

6 weeks 2nd I received 2n affidavit - (2lso signed by her husbs=nd whom, of course, I
did not know). I went to the American Consul and he s=id that the papers are rood =nd
that I'11 pet the visa, I had the Russian quota. Yhen I wrote about it to my nparents in

Luninec = my father #nd his brother pot drunk from joy.



It was a lovely = ternoon in the vet, Free City o Tarzip on Aupust 30tk 1070,
The tus was slmost full vher I arrived witk =my three suitcaces ard 2 coat over

m

my.ann_ The suitcases with their lalels "™hite Star Line" "Cunzrd Line" on which it
was boldly stated Southamrion = Mew York, After beinp for menthes 2s inconaricuous =nd
anonymous 2= rossible, it w=sz a darirg revelation from me,
The tus would take me to 2 Mermar city Mrrienture, where I'11 hosrd a tr2in to

“erlin, Cermary where 2n agent from the Cunsrd Lire will te 2t the station. Lt the
tpe a small anxicus grour of desr frierds Malve, Abr-m ard “=lve's wounsest sister
Cl=ire were seeirg me off, *t that time to mv delirht ard =surcrize, 1 saw two yourfr
“eautiful blond German weomen aprrosch the bus, I krew them when I wrs buving medic-1
surnlies for our clinic vhere I worked, Ther worked in the store., They carme to wish
me » rFood tric ard they brourht —e reprds from ‘heir toss, who sert me 2 srershot of b
roreelil srd 2 lovelr box of chocol=te, & day tefere I was irn the store ard told the-
that I =m leaving, I aleo told that to neorle in a druestore wrerz they krey re, =nd
there tre Cermans envied me, It was courareous of the womer to come nnd to t=1k tid »
Jew, I kissed them roodebye, I was the only rassenrer outside the bus, and it was time
to trke leave of Tv reorle, I entered the tus, it was very crowded, hardly =lace to
gtard, I sensed that the atmosthere was tesse. 4 small d=rkish mor with a disterted
face ard tl-ck eves, full of hate wes sitti g ne-r d» i-mohile stout wom~n, Ye shouted
ard cursed the Jews, I hkraced mvselfl and tried rot to brush asminst the passenpgers ne°r
me vher the bus was rolling, I noticed a few familisr faces, Stording ir the rassere
wae a woman with a backsack holdirrc the h=rd of = sm211 bov; also a tmeiness marn with
a voung comranion — this smz1l eroup were Jews. The mar never storred shouting - there
wag gthervise silerce by other passenpers, g

| e srrived in ¥-rienturg in the evenine »t 7 o'clock, “e left Tarzip =2t L:3C TV,
% froun of Mazis in uriforms were checkirpg rassrorts - the man from the bus vae roirtinrs
at us, howsver, the M-zic iprored him, A4 short stout mer with = “riendly red face = =

rorter = came ev r to me and took mv lurperre, T follawed hi= 40 the w=itire room =% the

r-ilroad statior: Fe told me th=% *he trair to Ferlin, Terzny, will ke leavine =t L 5.7
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and tﬁnt he'll c2]1 fre me znd brinc my luppmre. I s2t dowm 2t 2 tabkle where the

vqﬁan ard the young boy (from the busj were sitting; che told me that “they ~re roirs

to Italy (she of course, was leavine Danzig). A waiter csme over and wher T asked for
tea and a roll, he said that he does rot serve (on) Jews, At that ti~e or tre roéio
wss thre véice of. Boebrels - 2 Yitler - T thirk M¥inister of "Cultire"” = those tolks were
daily also in Danzip (=t 7 P.¥,) voice of hate 2nd cursire the Jewe, The man from the
bus was gittine in the waitinr room facire us.

I saw thke Jewish tusires=msn and his companiorn leavins the waiting room; the
wa;en and the toy left, and I, too, wert outside, It wazs dark nlready - it sremed that
the station was or the cutskirt of the city = there were a few tuildines = no lieht=,
I did rot d=re tec Fo frar, I went toc the end of the statiorn builéire and I vas starding

trhere nesr the wall 211 rirht lonp = notodv out=ide, Towsrd the doawn T d-vred to ro irside
the waiting room wvhere in 2 stort while my rorter czre £u me demerdine where vas T -

he was lédkine for me. In a while he took me to the train rl=tform which overlcoled the
city down telow; ke told me rot to move away until hke'll come for —~e, T bourht » meapazine
2t the news-stand: Die Ferliner Illuetrierte =and waited, I never saw the others

(Jewish pﬂsseﬁaers) anymore. The train was arrivireg - the rorter took =v Tupeare arnd to
mv horror, he wrs roinr to the comumartmert vhere the mar frow the bus ertered, T ‘tepred
the rorter to thkke me to another cammrt.me;xt. “hy 7 he ssked, I teld %ix da sind schlecht
menshen (evil =eorle) "tber, Traulenshen da sind keine schlechte rershen” he said. I
followed him, A while l-ter he returned and said that I am rirht (T surrose ry suitczses
=nd the labels were recognized)., I pot a seat near 2 wirdew, my luer=pe in nlace; I
turiedy fece in the m=parine - nobody bothered me, The tr=1in vas rassing mary d=rk_
stations. From the orposite directions, trains with open rnlatforms lo=ded with mctoreyele
and on each rlatform a fipvre of 2 SS Mazi man ir uniform 4nd” swestikzs, headirs toward
Poland =and 1Danzig. There was a unizue thing, After the city ¥2rienbure, there was =2

urg w2s of -course, Nermany=and the-d=rk.atations Tol~nd -
stretch of lard; cities , ra2ilroad which zetually belorred to “ol=ard, and w=s e=lled
rnd then Germany =2gain. “hen German Peonle from Danzig were tr=velire to Permeny they
"The Tolis: Corridor™? ¥rrierb T trrriat— et wnsy 2 ihs dgids 0LaAtver Febeud oy
“negded a Folish transit visa to cross éhﬂ Tolish Corridor. 1 reached Ferlin, Cermany,
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it was stil1 dsylirht. There wrs 7o Cuncrd L°re =zge~t on the st=tion. I waz on mv o,
* rorter took my lurrire dowr to the roilreosd staticr. The Ferlir railrosd is elev-ted
nrd crosses the entire city,

I wert to the waitineg roem nnd =at at the takle; 2 w=iter cime over; I asvted for-
tex ard rolle ard I w2 zerved, I kad to v+ it for asver-1 haurs for s tprdn thet wild
te-e re to Hannover, Corwrrmy, I wert to thr strest vtich vas ir t*e cenler af the ritr,
I ¥riew Farlin wher I wert {reore on veastion fro~ Torrdirc ir 1030 vigitine frierds, Ir
tha everinF 5 rorter took me to tre tr-in = I raid nir £ morle fror mry ailobrsrt of
1C wrls fer the Jourrney. The trair was sl=nst emetxr. It we=s s+i1]1 1iFmt outeide, !
voman ¥ith 2 L or 5 ye-r aid child vor evnlainlineg Lo the child tha eiphtas the zoo,
whe monumerts, DMe Yerbrante Svrnzsorve = *The nsred the child - e 414 net anever, Ir
tice Friatel]l “{-nt iz 1C2P, =211 the evrzrorues ir ceamweny ard 4o Ponrie too vere “urred
dern Frotre Yarde crnd dthedr followvers

i awrived ir hrrover, Cormany =toricht, =nd b te w it seversl hours fo- the
troin th-l will t=%e me to tite Tutch nordep, dendr T wes mittirs ir tra wpeditisng poor of

r.ilroad station, Tow-rd thke norrire = -orter tool tp thires to tre tr=dir ord fourd

e = =e-t fr ap alvesdr prpvied trrin, P mop ir the trzin czled ~a vhepe T wre poinr,

(s

I tolé hir to the Mutrh rorder, he erid thut I v+& in the wrore train, th-t I shenls
L-re the rext one, 1 too¥ dowr ¢ lurrs-r-e Svd Jafy ks train, The nlztfarm was erpty,
all %re virdows " nc the dears ir thie trir ehut a=d the Mesel errines vortine slreedy,
i saw the city ef Hzrnover, in tks e=rlr rrer —orrirr, dov telou; the tie factory
erimrers smolins hesvily; sré I vwne vondering whether there is =rn Amerie=n Cforsul? ir
the egi Y.

I gaw 2 =ar rerrine fro- the aprogite side & the rl-%form. YHat :ve 3ou doine here
he shouted, I tole him thrt sorehodyr saiéd T w e ir the vrons trzip, Ye, he yelled, There
i= re otrer train, He ¥rocked ~t the windew 4n +%e tpain, the virndow wie lovered (4ta
Germars orer 7 comand), He 1ifted =v suitesres, ore =fter ore - Three o them = -rd
i*de them to tr¥e thew ing he rrathed s Totweer = lete, 1i7ted =e ur =rd ur I went
to the virdow ~rnd sozebodry rulled me 4r, T are vas kerdly ti~e to thrk the war = =
rorter; the trodr =torted rellivpy, Trare » ¢ alleree jr tha train,

Lona boepe tha Lridy =tomred ot = ehoelds -~ redrt 30 Ooyecpes whore the rnocErorL
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ard things vere exanined, =rd where the Vazis shouted: Yuder Tur Zeite. I notéced =
Frnu; o Beroepr Jews, Orpe rourp Jewieh womsn with = face -+ of ~crecel»dn Chirese dnll
withk Rlack eves thst were movins from side to side corst=rtly., She w-s a2ccotranied by
Fer rushend, who it seemed, w=e Just seeine her off to the berder, He was ovestioned
vudelv by the ﬂﬂr"*rﬁ,lwns orderec rot te move, rrnd l=ter or fro- tre troin, ve saw
tkem lendirne Him oway, This frour of Jeve viie pein- o Prel=rd,

I, having snert slrost -11 of ~ IC —srks for t's rorters, started teo ecsrrrry

suiteares ryeelfl, There were eeversl sters snd eevors] chrresez of troine, Or ore of.

-4

the stors, vher I crre dovmn vith miv lueprre, tvo youns mar nrrronerad me srd o™ fered

to “elr me to earry = thires = 211 ip 211 = thres t2-es, "v rrrived =t tre Tutech
torder In tre mlddle of the nifbt, vhare ir & Pe *ours = Lr=in vi1] tabe =e 4
“etierdem, Hellord, =rd vhere I'11 4-%e a 'q“?T trrir t¢ crcss the Frrligh Chernel to
Ceerer, Trelavd, The younr men who wars Tutel o”%red t;Fir srglocias thrt ther howve to
tive 2 tor -nd eannet belr me snymore, T gst 2k a tshle dr = writine rpom thoh wase
the writer vore = bie ~rita crpar, T ref ror tes

coyrcrad 1+ith = vhite 1inen tablecloik,

o veite Pracd wits rood EBoll rd Butter thstov-s Tovons irn Trrove, The tvo ven slittine
~eross me at the tarle, raized thelr placses corpratilstise —e vitk 2 22Fe trensit to
Freedom, I 2rrived in Totterdss, fiellend 4 the oply mersines of Sertesleor 1, 1RG5,
trdlr did T ster off the train, vher tro Tev Secuts trd + Tuter Lper 00%cer mreted

tc Yeln me. But =11 of = =pdder tvs Uviek rirdr clethes *clice storred -red roreucted
me to 5 truck = I wes arrested, I still do rot ¥row vhy, I v-3 vot the only crr, "voO
reune Frelisk vomer (one werrirp = cap stuided vith syastik-c,) = woure Jerich Cormen
wom=n “rd & vournr Englishman from “nuth 2fpie-,

“'e vere trken teo 2 rolice strtfor in the city to 2 room coverlookire = canz?, vhere
ve vere trested ratber ricely ond led treir rood white bresd -rnd bytter, Trere I verrd
that #itler inveded Danzir = Fepte~tor 1, 1929, "orld “ar II storted, ~'e erert =11 c~y
in Fotteri-m, taken tx bus across the city, = eitr Fesutiful itk nulticolored strired
awrings lookirg 1ive k=1f umtrell-e ow~r tre vipdews of t¥= rorses; vih rothed =oarts
suteide tiha virdows :rd ro curtodirs or blivde or the virdioes - cre camld pli-rvee

This Forvii ™l ety w-s tosbed sevevelr Vi tre fegie in “'ar 1040 Pefore
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Nezis overran Eellend. The rolice leprt us in a kind of b2rn 2rd l-tartook us in

a van to 2 bungalow at a2 beach, “hile in the barn, the wvouns Treliehman asked our

"iziler" for vermission to invite thke ladies to a e5fe across the street - =0 while

ir. Jail - we had 2 good time. In the evening, we were taken to ferrv bo2t. An =gert
fror Cunzrd Line was 2t hand, "o crocsed the Erplich Charnel =nd ~rrived after 2 rest-
ful =lzep in ﬂchr,‘Enalard, from there bv train to Tgndon, I was taker to ar hotel =nd
#ot & roecm with rrivate be=th, 2 pood ted with snow-white cosrse linen ard good meals
ir. the restsurant of the hotel (sm=11 kut cozy) Cun=rd Line paid the exrenses, lext
day I Qent to Cunard Line 2ard a drte was affived to sa3il on liner "Aouvatania™ on
Gertemrer B, 1639,

1 srert a week in lorndon, I went sirhtseeins (by mreelf). I »»= in Hyde Perk, 1

w=s sittire ir Kersirrstor Csarders at » pond vhere ducks =rd ducklines wvere swiming,

~ng little children rlaxing, I wes ridinf in double decker buses =nd I went to

o

“antninster Atbey, I even met with friends from Darnsip ir London. I storred in “'ool-
wortn snd beusht the test rajames that T ever had, I could not see the Rritisk Yueeum
it was closed = sandsacks stocled outside. One d=v evsrvbody was issued gne waele =nd
cee "°c to e-rrr them =t =11 times, There was =n sir-rnid ore rirht =rd evervrody k=lfa
dressed had to rush to a rutlic air—reid shelter,
Errlard was prerarines fre war with Ger%=ny over Fol=nd; Hitler =lresdr irvoded Tol=nr
" Zrglard declared war on Carmary Serterter -3, 16720, Eﬁ?i?ﬂ%er Pth, T vert to
Southhamrton, Enpland to my ship, The skip was painted b=ttle-=shir rrev ard cevnons
were mounted, An Erglich pacsenrer ship wes nalready torpeded =rd surk by the Gerr=ns,
e wvere s3iling safely, the shin poing Zig-7=2f¢ to 2void Cermsn su'm-rines, The wnﬁtﬁqr
was reautiful, the sea calm, Yovies every d=y. I discovered = staircecse leadins to the
second ard first class deck, =nd everd=y =Tter breakfast I wert there nd I wes st-ndinr
1t tne railinr zrd looking ~t the sea, At times I saw a fet of w=ter = whales in the
distarce, I had ro Terr; Many £ﬁ359rrers were 2fr=id of Cerman subm~rines, Somehos I
feli th=t I'11 rrrive s=fely, The two weeks (one ir London) vere resllr = "vac=tion”,
I arrived in Vew Yorlk on S-turday Feptowber 16th, 15720, T seont a tikleprsm to

uris th't I zrrived (she v-s rot hore), I wr= the l=at passenre= to get. fro- the ship



Y our brother Fhilir came after somebody fourd out from me that I have an auvnt
¥rs, Clara Weingart which they looked ur in the telerhore hook. i
When I sew Aunt Clarns she was not 2 stranrer to me, She always wrote to my mother,

I =till remember 2 rerticular Shazna-Toive that had z plecture in it (3 dimension=1)

o

renirg a= 2 fan'= srd fusein~ted me 2s 2 yourg child mapyr vears 2po,. Loter on in
Cenzig, I corresronded with her zrd esrecis2lly when I burdered her with mv 2skinFg her
for affidavit for mr brothers, first for Y=rkel and then for &kr=w, srd ske in her
inreruity snd poodness, trevailed on Louls Forel, 2rd ke sert nre for 4bram,

Crni fertervber 15th will he LC wvesprs that I am in Arnerica, Two veeks =fter I
arrived, I had a Job == » nuree comrerion with 2r o0ld lady, I beecame an dnerie=r

citigzen 5 vesrs sfter ry nrrival snd I was vreud 2nd very therkfel for that.



